m# OHIO'S AGRICULTURAL EASEMENT FURCHASE PROGRAM
Ohi
Fung GOAL
Ta preserve Thin's most productive farmlend for foture gencrations by providing incentives for voluntary protection
mieasures thitt beneft fzrmers, in accordancs with local Jand use dscisions. The wltimats goal 15 to presarve viables “hlocks
of farmlznd™ in perp=tuity.
METHOD

By buying agricultural easemsnts {2lse knawn a3 Purchase of Development Rights, or PORS) fom intsrested famland

owners in arets e locdl government has desiznated as asricultural, Agricultural easements are currently being wilized in
19 orlyer staces,

FUNDING
The stale has allecated $25 million of the 5400 millicn Clean Ohio Fund to be wied over & fouc-year perind (36.25 million
pes yeer) 1o award 75% matching gronts to farmland cwners wishing to sell agricnlherel casements to the ODw., Counties,
toremships, munieipalities, or charitable organizations must provide ot least o 25% local match, either in cash or the

farmland owner can donate 25% or mere of the sppeaised valus of the agriculturel cascment.

A WHAT 1S AN AGRICULTURAL EASEMENT?

Restriction which fimits laod to predominantly agriculberal use

Tranzacted thraugh & permanent and legslly binding Deed of Agricultiral Easement

Diges not affeer private ownership or manigerment

Daes not affest CAUY tax

Daes ot affect rights to sell or pass along the Jend, but the resriction stays wich the land when it changes ownsrship
Easzment may he extinguished if farming ever becemes impassible or mpracticable, but recoupment provisions
would go inta cffect

B La P w0

L, DETERMINING AGRICULTURAL EASEMENT VALUE

Develogment walue i aften higher (io terms of cash) then agricultural vale
Development welue — agricubtural vilue = agriculiugal sasament valua

A state cortifisd appealses deterrines thess values

This &llows fa=rmers to profit fram their grentest assst without giving wp te farm

L

C. PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS

Counties, townships, municipalities, or charitable a:genizations must apply on behalf of iotesested farmers
Z. The follewing requiremants must be mes
Farm is angalied in CAUV

Lardowner certifes propecty contiling oo Razardots substinces

Farmer has been in subsiantial compliance wath state and foderal egricnlmueal laws for the past 5 years
Landowner has possession of clear title to the progerty

All parcels in one applichtion must be contiguons

Local sovernment agress to share menitoving 2nd enforcement respongibilities

Local government and chariable organizations must agree to 25% match, or landowner donates 25%
Charitable arganizations must be @ exempt and organized for the purpose of farmland presecyation
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D.

BANKING SYSTEN

The E2-metnber Advisory Bozrd will recommend 1o the Diceetor of ODA which frms to fund under the program osing
a Lwo-tier ranking svstem consisting of the fellowing criteria:

Tier | = objectively sorts best candidates
Boil types and agrlenlmra! praductiviky
Proximity to cermanently protected land
Best manxgement practices
Development prezzure, determined by the following:
a  Proximity of prblic sanitary sewer and water
b, Proximity of nearest freeway inieschange
¢ Road frontegs
d  Activity such as increazed lot spliss, well or septic permits, traffic counts, te.
. Leocal government's comprehensive plan
6. Other factacs
gy Location relative o metropolitan satistcal area
b}  Esrollinent in en eericultural disicics
c)  Uniqus caltaral characteristios
Y Local mateh greater than 25% i

e

Ticr 1 — moere subjective evaluation to choose best finalists

., Agricubturn] infrastructure, suppart derviees, and facilities of generl area

2. Loog-tzrm investments in famm

Lacal zovernmen: Srmiond preservation sttategies |

Ectzte, farm suscession, business mansgement plon,end any other conservation program

Other considerations; Agricultural, educaticnal, resesrch, environmental, or historical confributions
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E. DIRECTOH CHOOSES WINNING APPLICANTS

I. Tite search conducted, suberdination oained if neaded
2. Appraisal underexen by cerdfied appraissr

3, Purchass Agresment

4.  Closing/signing of Deed of Agricoltural Essement

NDING CAPS
1. State zrets camnot exceed §1 million per sasement
2, The Directer may set a maximum daliae ameunt por acre
3, The Director may limit the ameount awarded in each county.

G. TIME FRAME FOR FROGRARM

. QDA filed proposed rules to JCARE on Moy, 2, 2001

3, QDA expects JCARE to approve praposed nules in January 2002

3. After IDARR approves the proposed reles, ODA plans on holding its injtial Annual Funding round 60 o0 90 dayz
later, i.e., sometime in Spring, 2002

4.

ODA will conduct 5 reglonzl public mectings in January and Febreary to diseuss the application process, TaOKing
system, and Deed of Agricutturzl Ezsement. The fallowing meetings wiil be held from 7:00 to 5:00 p.om:

Januzzy 17 - WA - 19 O5L Extension District Qfize, Findley, corkesied by Black Swemp Conservancy
23 - NE - Hald=n ackoeetumy, Kirland, ss-tiosesd b ive W E Shia Land Trust Alliance a=d Holden Adbaneium
24 - 3E « Hockivg Callege, Melsonyills, coshasted by the Appalasiia Ohio Heritage ard Lead Alliones
31 - §W - Graene Ceunty O5U Exterdian meetinz raom, Henia, co-hosted by Tecumizh Land Trust

Fabrmry § = Cemral - Hapewell Hall, Cancral Ohio Technical Callege, Newesk, co-hasted by Granvitie Eand Comserrancy

{Ear mnre infamaazinn, camtzcl Vicki Garmiy, gareeiEedantagristaleohus oo 614-T28-5211.)

Friritad Mavamaer 28, 2000




