Pick up pet waste
Protect Lake Erie
Pet waste pollutes
stormwater. Rain
and melting snow
flow across yards
and trails, collecting
in stormdrains that
lead directly to
streams.

Q: Where does your
drinking water come from?
A:

Lake Erie

She’ll pick up
the sticks…

Human and Pet
Health Problems
A single gram of pet waste can contain
23 million fecal coliform bacteria and
can spread diseases and parasites like
Giardia, Salmonella, Campylobacter,
Hookworm, Roundworm and the
protozoa that causes Toxoplasmosis.
Bacteria from dog waste accounts for
up to 20% of the bacteria in urban
waterways.

Nutrient Problems
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YOU pick up
her waste
Do your
part to
help keep
Lake Erie
clean

Nutrients like nitrogen and phosphorus
are found in dog waste, they act as
fertilizer in streams. This causes algae to
grow which reduces the available
oxygen for fish.
The more waste, the bigger the
potential problem. Medina County has
over 25,000 dogs that produce an
estimated 5 tons of solid waste daily!
Lake Erie, Don’t Waste it!

Pick up after your pet, it’s the right thing to doo
DOOS
Doo be prepared: carry pet waste bags with you. Take extra bags so you don’t run out or to
help someone in need

Doo tie the bag and make sure the bag ends up in the trash (biodegradable bags are best)
Doo take it with you. When you hike, never leave a bag on the trail – there’s nobody
designated to pick them up!

Doo pick it up at home (or hire someone) to keep your yard healthy and to protect streams
Doo

bury pet waste in your yard at least five inches deep and away from vegetable gardens,
streams, ditches or wells

DON’TS
Don’t

leave pet waste in public spaces or on your lawn. Pathogens are dangerous to kids
playing in the grass.

Don’t

add pet waste to your compost. The compost won’t generate enough heat to kill
the pathogens.

Don’t leave pet waste near a curb. It’s bad manners and it can get washed into local
waterways through the storm drain.

Don’t forget to pick up after your dog in parks and beaches. Pet waste left near surface

waters is washed into waterways quicker and is more likely to cause bacterial problems and
beach closures.

