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2020 Annual Report

The Board of Supervisors are pleased to present the District’s accomplishments for 2020. We would like to thank the
Commissioners, the State legislature, our NRCS partners, county agencies, and most importantly, the citizens of Medina
County for helping us continue to conserve our natural resources.

District / NRCS Accomplishments

Landowner Direct Assistance
Ag Pollution Abatement Sites
Bluebird Houses

Concept Plan Reviews

Cover Crops

Conservation Plans
Conservation Tillage
Conservation Crop Rotation
Cropland Nutrient Management
CRP Contracts

CSP Contracts
Drainage/Flooding Assistance
Erosion Issues

EQIP Contracts Completed
Fence

Fish Fingerlings

Forage Biomass Planting
Forest Management Plan
Forest Stand Improvement
Grapevine Removal

Heavy Use Area Protection
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Irrigation Water Management Plan 2

Land Evaluations 17

Leaving Standing Grain 26 acres
Muskingum Cover Crops 338 acres
Pipeline 2,480.5 feet
Plant Tissue Testing 326 acres
Pond Management 6

Ponds Site Investigations 31

Pond Sealing 1

Prescribe Grazing 100.5 acres
Reduced Air Drifting 1,360 acres
Seasonal High Tunnel 4
Strawblower Rentals 7

Streams 4

Tree Planting 18,600 seedlings
Water Facility 5

Wildlife Upland Habitat 225 acres
Soil Samples 42

Landowner Training
Farmland Preservation workshop
Forestry Event

Pollinators

Pond Clinic

Soil Testing Clinic/4R’s

Spencer Feed Open House
Water Quality Event

Special Emphasis

4R Tomorrow Nutrient Concerns
Big Tree Contest

County Expo

Cover Crops

Drainage

Erosion

Envirothon

Pollinator Demos

Pond Permits

Soil Testing

Streamside Naming Signs
Tree seedling and Fish sales
Native Plant Sales

Rain Garden Workshops
Virtual Trainings

Community Involvement
76th Annual Meeting

Ag Field Day

Classroom Presentations

Concept Plan Reviews

County Fair & Hay Show
Countywide Milkweed Pod Collection
Displays

Earth Day event

Facebook, webpage

Fall Foliage Tour

Garden Clubs, Libraries and Parks
Monarch/Butterfly Promotions
National Wildlife Federation BYH
Native Plant Gardens

Newsletters and News Releases
New Phase II Stormwater activities
Prairie Project/Rain Garden
Project Natures Classroom

Rocky River Watershed Council
Science Olympiad

Envirothon

Stream Monitoring on Rocky River
Teacher Trainings

Wild School sites

A big thank you to all of our volunteers who helped us over the past year!

Look for fish sale
information in our
upcoming newsletter!
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2021 Big Tree
Honey Locust (Gleditsia triacanthos)

For more information 330-722-9322
or www.medinaswcd.org




2020 Annual Meeting & Election

Our 76th Annual meeting looked a lot different this year, due to Covid-19. Conservation never stops, so
the show must go on! Conservation awards were still presented and we had a very successful and fun
scavenger hunt!

The Liston and Rueprecht Family Farm received the award
for conservation steward of the year. Their passion and
commitment to soil health through the use of no-till and
cover crops have really changed their operation. You can
learn all about the improvements they have made on their
farm, by watching their video on our youtube channel.

Conservation Volunteer Catherine Freay goes above and beyond!
Catherine is a Certified Master Rain Gardner as well an OSU
Extension Master Gardener. We recognize Catherine because she
volunteered her time for the past two years. She created the original
design and helped with installation of the rain garden. Her willingness to [
define projects and do the work is why she is recognized as our volunteer [ 5% 4
of the year! o'

Conservation Educator Trinity Brown is the Pedagogical Director at
Kids Country Medina. Her duties are to oversee the education of the
school’s teachers and students develop programs for both. Trinity
said “I have always loved nature and teaching so when I get to
combine the two, it brings my heart absolute joy”.

Congratulations to Scott and Anna Cowan our 2020 Big Tree Contest Winners! The Cow-
an’s live in Sharon Township and currently have three big tree champions on their property.
This year their wild black cherry tree measured in at 123 inches in circumference, 125 feet
tall, with an average crown spread of 62 feet, totaling 264 points.

This years’ Supervisor candidates included Associate
Supervisor Ron Oiler and Tom Miller. Tom Miller was
elected to a three year term as Board Supervisor,
starting January 1st 2021. A Soil & Water Conservation
District Supervisor has the important task of
coordinating the efforts of all agencies, organizations,
and individuals with responsibilities in natural resource
conservation and development.

Regular Board Meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of
each month at 1:30 p.m. in the conference room at the office
of the Medina County Soil & Water Conservation District
located at
6090 Wedgewood Road in Medina.



Trees are the Answer

Native berry-bearing and evergreen plant species provide important habitat
and food for overwintering bird species. Additionally, many animal species
depend on winter cover to protect their young. These plants can also provide
a pop of color to brighten up winters’ dreariest days!

Some native species that provide winter cover and food include:
American holly (llex opaca), Winterberry (llex verticillata), Inkberry
(llex glabra), Red Chokeberry (Aronia arbutifolia), Red cedar (Juniperus
virginiana) and White Pine (Pinus strobus).

To add winter interest to your home landscape visit your local tree farm
or nursery!

Goodbye Linda!

It is time to say congratulations to Linda Schneider,
Soil and Water Conservation District Education
Coordinator. Linda will be retiring on December 31,
2020, after seven years of dedicated service and many
accomplishments throughout the county.

Several of Linda’s accomplishments were promoting
the effort of homeowners to create their own wildlife
backyard habitat and have them recognized by the
National Wildlife Federation. In doing so made
Medina County the first county in the state to be desig- L= : = -
nated a National Wildlife Federation Habitat County, with over 400 reglstered sites to date

Congratulations landowners and Linda for seeing this through. Linda was also instrumental in developing
additional native plant gardens and a 3 acre prairie around the District building. The entire project was done
utilizing grant money and private donations. The plantings will be used as an outdoor education classroom
for the public to use at their leisure. Interpretive signs will help to guide onlookers around the grounds to
educate them on the benefits of native plants and how plants can help toward water quality. All of this
happened from Linda’s dedication to see through this project and pursuing volunteers to make it happen.
The Soil and Water Conservation District would like to congratulate Linda on a job well done and wish her
the best of luck on her next projects.
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District Staff

Jim Dieter—District Manager

Mary Aungst—Administrative Assistant

Abby Costilow—Watershed Education Specialist
Eric Hange —District Technician

Beth Schnabel—Education Specialist

NRCS Staff

Derrick Harmon—District Conservationist
Drew DeMatteo—Soil Conservationist

6090 Wedgewood Road, Medina, OH 44256

P h o n 830-722-9322

Of f i ce MbauFrs8:00a.m.to4:30 p.m.
www. medi naswcd. org

Farm Ser vi c&0-A8-2685option 2

N R C S330-241-6428

Find uson

Facebook



http://search.tb.ask.com/search/redirect.jhtml?searchfor=facebook&cb=YO&p2=%5EYO%5Exdm178%5EYYA%5Eus&qid=8f33019c26ab462d9f1372f4192e22a6&n=77DE8857&ptb=2B72F024-BC4D-49CF-A13E-07FB7F88C144&ct=PI&si=YOxdm178&pg=AJimage&action=pick&pn=2&ss=sub&st=hp&tpr=s

