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2023 Big Tree Contest Announcement 

Cucumber Magnolia Tree 

The Cucumber magnolia (Magnolia acuminate) 
also known as Cucumber tree and Mountain  
Magnolia, was chosen for the  
2023 Medina County Big Tree Contest!  

This round-topped tree grows 60-75 feet tall and 
equally as wide. It has light brown, scaly bark,  
becoming thick and furrowed as the tree ages.  
The flower has a tulip-like appearance.  
The immature fruit, resembling a small cucumber, 
is often seen toward the crown with a greenish-
yellow color in the summer.  
 
As the fruit matures and ripens, it turns red and  
releases vibrant red seeds. The leaves are 6-10 
inches in length and 3-5 inches wide. Leaves are 
simple with entire margins, alternately arranged, 
oblong and pointed toward the tip and  
slightly hairy on the underside. 

 

 

For more information about the Big Tree  
Contest and to view the Nomination Form, visit 

our website medinaswcd.org or our  
Facebook page in the coming months!  

Left to right: bark, leaf, and mature fruit of the  
cucumber magnolia tree 



78th Annual Meeting & Election 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Medina County SWCD Conservation Educator of the 
Year was awarded to the staff at St. Ambrose Elementary 
School in Brunswick.   
 
St. Ambrose Elementary School this past year went the 
extra mile to emphasize conservation to their students by 
having the majority of students participate in the Earth Day 
coloring contest. When touring the grounds, you can see the 
many examples of outdoor projects the school has enacted 
to engage the students and teach them the importance of the 
land around us.  
 
We celebrate St. Ambrose Elementary for their outstanding 
work in conservation!  

This year’s guest Speaker was Jon Cepek a Wildlife Ecologist 
with the Cleveland Metroparks.   
 
Jon is the manager of wildlife in the Cleveland Metroparks.  
He provides expertise for the conservation and management 
of wildlife and wildlife habitat.   
 
Jon presented on modern wildlife conservation, 
understanding the relationship between people and wildlife, 
and wildlife’s adaptions to urban environments.  

The 2022 Conservation Steward of the year was 
awarded to Jim Hayne, of Wadsworth.   
 
A few of the conservation best management 
practices that Jim Hayne includes on his farm are 
no-till, cover crops, green planting, grassed 
waterways, pollinator plots, and filter strips. 
 
Congratulations Jim Hayne on your continued 
outstanding work to improve the land! 

Our 78th Annual meeting was held on November 2, 2022 at the Medina Eagles.   
It is always a pleasure to gather with the community and share in our love for conservation.   
There is no better way to show that appreciation than to award outstanding members in the  

community for their conservation efforts.  Here are the Medina SWCD’s 2022 winners. 



Congratulations to the Medina County Park District,  
our 2022 Big Tree Contest Winner!   
 
The White Pine (Pinus strobus) tree was nominated by 
Medina County Park District Employee, Travis Morton.  
 
This tree measured in at 101 inches in circumference, 81 
feet tall, with an average crown spread of 60 feet, 
totaling 197 points.   
 
The Medina County Park District has won our contest 
two years in a row now and three years total.   
 
 

Regular Board Meeting are held on the 3rd Wednesday of each month at 1:30 p.m. in the  
conference room at the office of the Medina County Soil & Water Conservation District located 

at 6090 Wedgewood Road in Medina. 

Zach Albrecht Jeff Van Loon 

The SWCD decided this year to start highlighting those 
individuals out in the community that go above and 
beyond for the landscape around them. Our office asked 
the public for nominations for this new Conservation 
Community Member Award.  
 
We would like to recognize Bill Stitt for being our first 
Conservation Community Member Award winner! Bill is 
extremely active in the community, volunteering much of 
his time implementing conservation efforts.   
 

Bill has assisted the Parks with numerous projects and has been a valued asset to the SWCD’s 
prairie project around the office building. Bill is also a native bee expert and a champion for 
invasive removal in Medina County.  

This year’s Supervisor candidates included Zach 
Albrecht, Jon Steward, and Jeff Van Loon. Zach 
Albrecht and Jeff Van Loon were elected to a 
three year term as Board Supervisors, starting 
January 1, 2023.  
 
A Soil & Water Conservation District Supervisor 
has the important task of coordinating the efforts 
of all agencies, organizations, and individuals with 
responsibilities in natural resource conservation 
and development.  
 







Ponds can be envisioned as pristine blue swimming holes, well-stocked fishing holes, wildlife rest stops, or 
something else. Not too often are ponds seen as preforming an action or duty. However, retention ponds are 

made with a job in mind. Retention ponds are planned ponds that should be installed as a first step when 
land is being developed. Why would a pond go in before houses or a new structure?  

Well quite simply, so they can do their job.  
 

 

Retention Ponds 

Their function:  They capture stormwater runoff that may be polluted by exposed soils, and they prevent  
sediment from reaching a stream by allowing it to settle to the pond’s bottom. Sediment is the most common 
pollutant in Ohio’s streams, and retention ponds help reduce that. 
  
Retention ponds are like drop cloths. A painter lays down a drop cloth before work to protect the area below, just 
as a developer installs a retention pond to protect an area downstream. As work is done, the drop cloth catches 
messes. Over time, layers add up. The same happens to retention ponds. Over years as sediment accumulates, they 
can become layered with pollution and weeds and can start to grow algae that may smell or look alarming.  
 
Instead of setting these ponds up for success with regular maintenance, too often people wait until they see issues 
to help these ponds.  
 
Maintenance:  There are several ways to help clean, care for, and restore them. 
  
Plantings: Trees and native plants along the edges will absorb pollutants like nitrates and phosphates from  
fertilizer or pet waste. Plants also provide shade to lower water temperatures, slowing algal growth.  
 
Mow Less: Leave a vegetated strip around the upstream half of the retention pond. This will slow down sediment 
and runoff from reaching the pond.  It also saves gas and money from mowing.  
 
Remove sediment: Dredging and chemical treatments can repair ponds that have gone too long without care. 
However, this is a bandage and not a long term solution.  
 
Find out who owns it: Does the city, town, or HOA own it? Make a plan with the owners for regular maintenance. 
Preventative care is always best. Also the owners can reach out to Medina SWCD for help on finding solutions to 
their pond problems.  
 

A healthy retention pond is a functioning, well planted, and maintained pond. 



Well Wishes Beth! 

Is your garden club, school, or community group  

looking for a presentation? 

  

 

Beth Schnabel started with the District in July of 1991. 
After 31 years as an Education Specialist, she has  

decided to leave the District.  Beth is best known in the 
community for her work with the Fall Foliage Tour, 

helping to promote agriculture and the  
Earth Day coloring contest.   

 
We would like to wish her the best of luck  

in her retirement! 

Reach out the Medina Soil & Water Conservation District’s  
Conservation Educator Kellie Docherty  

by calling 330-722-9322 or by emailing kdocherty@medinaco.org.  
 

Kellie does presentations on: 
 

Native Plants & Pollinators 
Creating Habitat for Wildlife 

Enhancing the Appearance of your Drainage Ditch 
Green Cleaning 

Fall & Winter Gardening  
And more!  

 

If you’re looking for other topics, Medina SWCD also does technical and watershed  

education based presentations and workshops, just give us a call! 

mailto:kdocherty@medinaco.org


6090 Wedgewood Road 
Medina, Ohio 44256 
330-722-9322 
www.medinaswcd.org 
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Jeff Van Loon 

 
District Staff 
 

Eric Hange—District Manager 
Mary Aungst—Administrative Assistant 
Abby Costilow—Watershed Education Specialist 
Kellie Docherty—Conservation Educator 
Jim Smith—District Technician 
 

NRCS Staff 
John Schwartz—Natural Resource Specialist  
(Lorain Office) 

 
 

 
Member of: 
Medina County Township Association 
National Association of Conservation Districts 
Ohio Federation of Soil & Water Conservation     
Districts 
Rocky River Watershed Council 
 
6090 Wedgewood Road, Medina, OH 44256 
Phone:  330-722-9322 
Office Hours: Mon.—Fri. 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
www.medinaswcd.org 
  
Farm Service Agency: 330-722-2628 option 2 
 
NRCS: 330-241-6428  Find us online:  


